INTRODUCTION
Sand shrimps of the genus Crangon are important components in the estuarine and coastal benthic communities (cf. Lloyd & Yonge, 1947; Price, 1960; Tiews, 1970; Oh et al., 2001 ). This group includes several species of commercial importance (Tiews, 1970; Holthuis, 1980; Hong & Oh, 1992; Oh et al., 2001 ) and consequently special attention has been paid to their biology and ecology. Several species of Crangon occur in abundance in the inshore waters along the Japanese coast, yet their ecology is poorly understood to date. Moreover, there has been confusion over the taxonomy of Japanese species of Crangon and possible multiple species have been misidenti ed and grouped into C. af nis De Haan, 1849 (see Hayashi & Kim, 1998 , 1999 .
Sledge net surveys were carried out to clarify the trophic structure in the coastal area of the central Seto Inland Sea, Japan, during the period from May to October, both in 1999 and in 2000. These surveys revealed that Crangon uritai Hayashi & Kim, 1999, accounted for a substantial portion of the hyperbenthos, suggesting it plays an important role in the coastal food web of the Seto Inland Sea. C. uritai is a recently established species based on specimens from Japan and neighbouring waters (Hayashi & Kim, 1999) , and, subsequently, no published literature on its biology and ecology is available. As a part of ongoing studies, this paper reports diets and feeding habits of C. uritai during the warm water period in the shallow waters of the Seto Inland Sea. 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Samples were collected with a small sledge net (60 cm mouth width, 40 cm height, 0.76 mm mesh size) approximately at monthly intervals from May to October in 1999 and 2000 on ne sand-muddy shallow bottoms in the central Seto Inland Sea (southern coast of the Hiuchi-nada Sea: 34 ± 03 0 N 133 ± 12 0 E) ( g. 1). The sledge net was towed by a small boat with an outboard motor for a distance of 100 m along the shoreline at depths of 1.5, 2.5, and 3.5 m. Some other specimens were sampled by a large sledge net (200 cm mouth width, 30 cm height, 2 mm mesh size) towed at four depths (1, 2, 3, and 4 m) at the same sampling position. These samples were taken during low tide under daylight conditions. Samples were xed immediately with 5-10% formalin-seawater and preserved prior to analysis. Although three species of Crangon occur in the Seto Inland Sea, only C. uritai was collected from the study site. The carapace length (from the postorbital margin to the posteromedian margin of the carapace) was measured for each individual, and subsequently the food items ingested were analysed under a binocular microscope to the lowest possible taxonomic level. Non-categorized animal remains were included into the "detrital material". Frequency of occurrence (%) is expressed as the number of stomachs containing each food item. A total of 361 stomachs of C. uritai (1.6-8.5 mm in carapace length) were examined. All data from different depths are pooled except for the diel feeding analysis.
RESULTS
A variety of benthic animals were found in the stomachs of Crangon uritai in the Seto Inland Sea (table I) , but small crustaceans constituted the main portion
